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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-4 (canceled) 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A method % fa sortin g second content into first content the 
first content requested over the Internet by a user via an application running on a first computer, the 
second content sent to the application mnninpr on the first computer for receipt by the user, the 
method comprising: 

intercepting a request on an intermediate computer to establish a connection with a 
second computer sent by the first computer: 

ftstahlishni gr a first connection between the intermediate computer and the first 
computer and establishing a second connection between the intermediate computer and the second 
computer: 

receiving a request in the intermediate computer for the fir st content sent by the user 
via Jae application running on the first computer: 

sending th e request for the first content from the intermediate computer to the second 

computer: 

receiving in the intermediate computer a response from the second computer 
containing the first content: 

sending the first content and the second content from the intermediate computer to 
the application running on the first computer for receipt by the user: 

^arqfiing fnr a pre-determined rule for i nsertion basf^<Hiite^ 
in the request for content sent by the application running on the first computer to the second 
cpjmpgeo^ applicationjimiiing on the first computer only if 
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a pre-determined rule for insertion indicates that second content should be sent to foe first computer: 
and 

Tho method of olaim 2 further comprising, prior to searching for a pre-determined rule for 
insertion: 

checking IP address information associated with the request; 

if the IP address information does not match pre-determined IP address information 
to which a rule for insertion might apply, forwarding the requested content to the first computer 
without searching for a pre-determined rule for insertion. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): A method for inserting second content into first content, the 
first content requested over the Internet by a user via an applica tion r»flni qg 0n a fi rs t computer, the 
second content sent to the application running on the first computer for receipt by the user, the 
method comprising: 

intercepting a request on an intermediate_computer to establish a connection with a 
second computer sent by the first computer: 

establishing a first connection between the intermediate computer and the first 
computer and establishing a second connection between the intermediate computer and the second 

ianaaasi; 

receiving a request in the intermediate computer for the first content sent bv the user 
via the appl icgtinn rpfpnu p on the first computer: 

sending the request for the first content from the intermediate computer to the second 

computer; 
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receiving in the intermediate computer a response from the second computer 
containing the firstcontent; 

sending the first content and the second content from the intermediate computer to 
the application running on the first computer for receipt_by the user: 

searching for a Txre-determined rule for insertion based on the information coTitaine4 
in the response sent by the second computer containing the first content wherein the intermediate 
computer sends the second content to the first computer only if a me-determined rule for insertion 
indicates that the second content should be sent to the first computer: and 

The m e thod of claim 1 further comprising, prior to searching for a predetermined rule for 
insertion: 

checking IP address information associated with the response; 

if the EP address information does not match pre-determined IP address information 
to which a rule for insertion might apply, forwarding the requested content to the first computer 
without searching for a pre-determined rule for insertion. 

Claims 7-23 (canceled) 

Claim 24 (currently amended): A system for inserting second content into first content 
requested over the Internet by a user via an application running on a first computer from a second 
computer, comprising: 

an intermediate computer for monitoring communications between the first computer 
and the second computer: 



sf-2195076 

PAGE 9/21 * RCVD AT 3/8/2007 9:12:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/29 ' DNIS:273S300 * CS!D:415 2687522 x DURATION (mm-ss):04-00 



MAR.' 8. 2007 6:15PM MOFO 28TH FL 



NO. 680 P. 10 



Application No.: 09/881,513 5 - DocketNo.: 495142000100 

wherein a request for the first content sent bv the application rtinnm fl on the first 
computer and received by the intermediate computer and sent to the second computer bv the 
intermediate computer, and 

a response sent from the second computer cnnt^ jninp th& fast content that is received 
bv the intermediate computer and sent with the second content tojfae application running on the first 
computer to be received bv the user: 

a pre-determined jade for insertion based on the information c ontmnerf i n the request 
for content sent bv the first computer to the second computer wherein the second content is sent to 
the first computer only if the pre-deteimined rule for insertion indicates that foe second content 
should be sent to the first computer: 
The system of claim 21 furth e r comprising ? 

means for checking IP address information associated with the request; and 

means for, if the IP address information does not match pre-determined IP address 
information to which a rule for insertion might apply, forwarding the requested content to the first 
computer without invoking the means for searching for a pre-detennined rule for insertion. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A system for inserting second content into first content 
requested over the Internet bv a user via an application running. on a first computer from a second 
computer, comprising: 

an intermediate computer for monitoring communications between the first computer 
and the second computer: 
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wherein a request for the first content sent bv the appli catirm nimnn g on the first 
computer and received by the intermediate computer and sent to the second computer bv the 
intermediate computer, and 

gLiggponse sent from the second computer containing the first content that is received 
bv the intermediat^comouter and sent with the second content to the application runninfl an the first 
computer to be received bv the user. 

means for searching for_aLpre«determined rule for insertion base d on the in formation 
contained in the response sent bv second computer cnn^ iniTt p the first content: 

means for sending the second content is sent to the first computer only if a pre- 
determined rule for insertion indicatesihat the second content should be sent toJheJxrst computer; 

Tho system of claim 23 further comprisin g? 

means for checking IP address information associated with the response; and 

means for, if the IP address information does not match pre-determined IP address 
information to which a rule for insertion might apply, forwarding the requested content to the first 
computer without invoking the means for searching for a pre-determined rule for insertion. 

Claim 26 (canceled) 

Claim 27 (previously presented); A method for delivering second content to a user via an 
application running on a first computer who has requested first content over the Internet from a 
second computer the second content received by the application running on the first computer 
. before the first computer receives the first content, the method comprising: 

* 
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intercepting in an intermediate computer a request to establish a connection with the 
second computer sent by the application running on the first computer; 

i 

establishing a connection between the first computer and the intermediate computer; 
establishing a connection between the second computer and the intermediate 

computer, 

receiving in the intermediate computer a first request for the first content sent by the 
application running on the first computer, wherein the intermediate computer does not send the first 
request for the first content to the second computer; 

delivering the second content to the application running on the first computer for 
receipt by the user and via the intermediate computer; 

receiving in the intermediate computer a re-request for the first content from the 
application running on the first computer, wherein the re-request for the first content from the 
application running on the first computer occurs after delivery of the second content to the first 
computer; 

sending the re-request for the first content from the intermediate computer to the 
second computer after delivery of the second content to the first computer, wherein establishing the 
connection between the second computer and the intermediate computer occurs in response to the 
re-request for the first content from the first computer; 

receiving in the intermediate computer the first content from the second computer; 

and 

sending the first content to the application running on the first computer. 
Claim 28 (original): The method of claim 27 further comprising: 
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searching for a predetermined rule for insertion based on the information contained 
in the request sent by the first computer to the second computer; 

wherein the second content is sent to the first computer only if a pre-determined rule 
for insertion indicates that the second content should be sent to the first computer. 

Claim 29 (original): The method of claim 28 wherein searching for a pre-deterrnined rule is 
performed prior to forwarding the request to the sepond computer. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): A device for delivering second content to a user running 
an application on a first computer that has requested first content over the Internet from a second 
computer, the second content being received by the user before the user receives the first content 
comprising: 

an intermediate computer connected with the first computer and that intercepts a 
request to establish a connection with the second computer sent by the first computer and 
establishes a connection with the second compluter, wherein a request for the first content sent by 
the first computer is received by the intermediate computer; and 

means for delivering the second content to the first computer, 
wherein the intermediate computer establishes the connection with the second 
computer after the second content has been delivered to the first computer and in response to a re- 
request for the first content sent from the application running on the first computer, and the first 
content is received by the intermediate computer from the second computer in response to the re- 
request for the first content and forwarded to the user running the application on the first computer. 
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Claim 31 (previously presented): The device of claim 30 further comprising: 

a pre-detecrmined rule for insertion based on the information contained in the request 

sent by the first computer to the second computer, 

wherein the second content is sent to the first computer only if the pre-determined 

rule for insertion indicates that the second content should be sent to the first computer. 

Claim 32 (previously presented): Tlie device of claim 3 1 wherein the intermediate computer 
performs the searching for a pre-determined rule prior to forwarding the request to the second 
computer. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The device of claim 31 further comprising: 

uieans for checking TP address information associated with the request; and 
means for, if the IP address information does not match pre-determined IP address 

information to which a rule for insertion might apply, forwarding the requested content to the first 

computer without searching for a pre-determined rule for insertion. 

Claim 34 (currently amended): A device for inserting second content into first content 
requested over the Internet by a user via an application running on a first computer from a second 
computer and sent by the second computer over the Internet to the application running on the first 
computer comprising; 

an intermediate computer for monitoring communications between the first computer 
and the second computer; 
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in the intermediate computer, means for receiving a request for the first content sent 
by the application running on the first computer; 

forwarding means in the intermediate computer for checking for first criteria in the 
request for first content, communicating information associated with the request for first content to a 
filtering means if the first criteria matches first pre-deteimined criteria indicating that a rule for 
insertion might apply to the request for first content, and forwarding the request to the second 
computer without further processing if the first criteria does not match the first pre-deteimined 
criteria; 

the filtering means being for checking for second criteria in the request for first 
content, communicating information associated with the request for first content to a content 
insertion means if the second criteria matches second pre»determined criteria indicating that a rule 
for insertion might apply to the request for first content, and triggering forwarding of the request for 
first content without further processing if the second criteria does not match the second pre- 
determined criteria; anc£ 

the content insertion means being for triggering sending of the second content to the 
application running on the first computer for receipt by the user and with the first content if the 
request for first content matches a pre-determined rule triggering insertio n, wherein th e o e oond 
content is provid e d to the first computer independent of a display oizo of tho first comput e r . 

Claim 35 (currently amended): A device for inserting second content into first content 
requested over the Internet by a user via an application running on a first computer from a second 
computer and sent by the second computer over the Internet to the application running on the first 
computer comprising: 
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an intermediate computer for monitoring communications between the first computer 
and the second computer; 

means in the intermediate computer for receiving a response sent by the second 
computer responsive to the request for first content sent by the application running on the first 
computer; 

forwarding means in the intermediate computer for checking for first criteria in the 
response, communicating information associated with the response to a filtering means if the first 
criteria matches first pre-determined criteria indicating that a rule for insertion might apply to the 
response, and forwarding the response to the application running on the first computer without 
further processing if the first criteria does not match the first pre-determined criteria; 

the filtering means for checking for second criteria in the response, communicating 
information associated with the response to a content insertion means if the second criteria matches 
second pre-determined criteria indicating that a rule for insertion might apply to the response, and 
triggering forwarding of the request for first content without further processing if the second criteria 
does not match the second pre-detexmined criteria; and 

the content insertion means being for .triggering sending of the second content to the 
application running on the first computer for receipt by the user and with the first content if the 
response matches a pre-determined rule triggering insertio n, wh e r e in th e se cond - content is provided 
to th e first computer indep e ndent - of a display siz e of th e first comput e r , 

Claims 36-44 (canceled) 
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